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know which are the simplest. They are Tully's description of poetry, 'haec studia juventutem alunt, senectutem ob-lectant; pernoctant nobiscum, peregrinantur, rusticantur J: so, if you will that I write to you, you must be content with a detail of absurdities. I could tell you of Lord Mountford's9 making cricket-matches, and fetching up parsons by express from different parts of England to play matches on Eichmond Green; of his keeping aide-de-camps to ride to all parts to lay bets for him at horse-races, and of twenty other peculiarities ; but I fancy you are tired : in short, you, who know me, will comprehend all best when I tell you that I live in such a scene of folly as makes me even think myself a creature of common sense.
296.   To GEOBGKE MONTAGU. DEAR GEOKGE,                       Mistley, Wednesday, July 5, 1749.
I HAVE this minute received your letter, and it makes me very unhappy. You will think me a brute for not having immediately told you how glad I should be to see you and your sisters; but I trust that you will have seen Mrs. Boscawen, by whom I sent you a message to invite you to Strawberry Hill, when we should be returned from Koel and Mistley. I own my message had rather a cross air; but as you have retrieved all your crimes with me by your letter, I have nothing to do but to make myself as well with you as you are with me. Indeed I am extremely unlucky,